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over the prince, and so become in due course the real head of affairs.
To a man of discernment like Fatli 'AH Khan, there were at last signs of
improvement in Tahmasp's situation, or rather of deterioration in that of
his foes. In March, 1726, Ashrafs arrogant pretensions had involved
him in a war with Turkey.1 Owing to this war, neither the Turks nor the
Ghalzais would be able to pay much, if any, attention to Tahmasp for
some time, and its effects would weaken both the combatant sides, par-
ticularly the Ghalzais. Ashraf could ill afford to lose men, as he was
ruling by force of arms a people who greatly outnumbered his army and
who detested the Ghalzais on both racial and religious grounds. More-
over, his murder of Mahmud had occasioned a feud between him and
tlusain, Mahmud's brother, who had made himself supreme at Qandahar ;
as a result, he could expect no reinforcements from that quarter. Russia
had, as has already been stated, been much less aggressive since the death
of Peter the Great, and, although she and Turkey had concluded the
Partition Treaty, there was much jealousy and mistrust between the two
Powers. The Abdalis, it was true, remained unsubdued, but they had
been weakened by internal dissensions, and were not likely to take any
offensive action for some time. Lastly, there was Malik Mahmud,
but he was less formidable than the others, and would be unable to resist
any popular movement on a big scale in favour of the Safavi claimant.
In company with his new supporter, Tahmasp proceeded to Astarabad,
where efforts were made to obtain reinforcements. Tahmasp rewarded
Path 'Ali Khan for his services with the title of Waktiu;d-J)aula (" Regent
of the State "), and a number of other Qajar chiefs were given posts,
all of which were necessarily little more than sinecures at the time.2 Fath
'AH Khan then persuaded Tahmasp to march against Malik Mahmud,
hoping to collect reinforcements en route ; with this object, he and the
prince set out via Khabushan for Mashhad.
As Fath 'Ali Khan started on this expedition, he no doubt felt that,
notwithstanding all the obstacles that would have to be surmounted, he
was the man who would be able to take advantage of the disunion in the
ranks of his country's enemies to effect her deliverance. He was not,
however, destined to play this part, because it was shortly to be filched
from him by a rival.
1 Von Hammer, Vol. XIV, pp. 145 and 146.	«Z.T., fol. 211 (b).

